
 

 

SeanSeanSeanSean    BurkeBurkeBurkeBurke    http://Unboxedhouse.com/Progresshttp://Unboxedhouse.com/Progresshttp://Unboxedhouse.com/Progresshttp://Unboxedhouse.com/Progress    

BasicBasicBasicBasic    Stats:Stats:Stats:Stats: 

• What is(are) your name(s)? SeanSeanSeanSean    BurkeBurkeBurkeBurke 

• What do you do for a living? IIII    workworkworkwork    forforforfor    aaaa    largelargelargelarge    architecturearchitecturearchitecturearchitecture    firmfirmfirmfirm    asasasas    aaaa    

designerdesignerdesignerdesigner    andandandand    thethethethe    BIMBIMBIMBIM    DigitalDigitalDigitalDigital    PracticePracticePracticePractice    LeaderLeaderLeaderLeader    (aka,(aka,(aka,(aka,    IIII    helphelphelphelp    projectprojectprojectproject    teamsteamsteamsteams    

effectivelyeffectivelyeffectivelyeffectively    useuseuseuse    technology).technology).technology).technology). 

• How many people do you/will be living in your tiny house?     OneOneOneOne    forforforfor    now,now,now,now,    

withwithwithwith    roomroomroomroom    forforforfor    thethethethe    rightrightrightright    companioncompanioncompanioncompanion    totototo    joinjoinjoinjoin    memememe    onononon    mymymymy    bigbigbigbig    journeyjourneyjourneyjourney    inininin    aaaa    tinytinytinytiny    

house.house.house.house. 

• What part of the country do you live in? Seattle,Seattle,Seattle,Seattle,    Washington.Washington.Washington.Washington. 

• How many square feet is your house? 175175175175    SFSFSFSF 

• When did you start your build? SummerSummerSummerSummer    ofofofof    2014.2014.2014.2014. 

• Is your house complete? No,No,No,No,    notnotnotnot    yet.yet.yet.yet. 

• Have you been documenting your tiny house build and if so, where can 

people find that information? http://Unboxedhouse.com/Progresshttp://Unboxedhouse.com/Progresshttp://Unboxedhouse.com/Progresshttp://Unboxedhouse.com/Progress 

Background:Background:Background:Background: 

• Why did you decide to build? WantWantWantWant    totototo    putputputput    mymymymy    constructionconstructionconstructionconstruction    knowledgeknowledgeknowledgeknowledge    

intointointointo    practicepracticepracticepractice    bybybyby    creatingcreatingcreatingcreating    somethingsomethingsomethingsomething    forforforfor    myself.myself.myself.myself.    IIII    alsoalsoalsoalso    wantwantwantwant    totototo    ownownownown    mymymymy    

ownownownown    homehomehomehome    withoutwithoutwithoutwithout    aaaa    mortgage.mortgage.mortgage.mortgage.             

• What was your life like before your tiny house?  Were you fairly active, 

have you always had ‘projects’ going on?  Were you fairly sedentary and 

looking for a change?  Did you tend to work too much? (This question is 

an effort at trying to figure out WHO gravitates to the tiny house 

lifestyle) IIII    waswaswaswas    definitelydefinitelydefinitelydefinitely    tootootootoo    sedentarysedentarysedentarysedentary    atatatat    home,home,home,home,    eveneveneveneven    thoughthoughthoughthough    IIII    walkwalkwalkwalk    aaaa    



 

 

couplecouplecouplecouple    ofofofof    milesmilesmilesmiles    eacheacheacheach    daydaydayday    withwithwithwith    aaaa    dogdogdogdog    andandandand    totototo    commutecommutecommutecommute    bybybyby    busbusbusbus    intointointointo    

downtown.downtown.downtown.downtown.    IIII    wantedwantedwantedwanted    totototo    bothbothbothboth    workworkworkwork    less,less,less,less,    andandandand    spendspendspendspend    moremoremoremore    timetimetimetime    makingmakingmakingmaking    

thingsthingsthingsthings    withwithwithwith    mymymymy    hands.hands.hands.hands. 

• How did you come to hear about the movement, figure out it was right 

for you and get started? IIII    learnedlearnedlearnedlearned    aboutaboutaboutabout    thisthisthisthis    lifestylelifestylelifestylelifestyle    inininin    1999199919991999    afterafterafterafter    

readingreadingreadingreading    anananan    articlearticlearticlearticle    aboutaboutaboutabout    JayJayJayJay    Shafer.Shafer.Shafer.Shafer.    OnlyOnlyOnlyOnly    inininin    thethethethe    lastlastlastlast    2222    yearsyearsyearsyears    havehavehavehave    IIII    

becomebecomebecomebecome    seriousseriousseriousserious    aboutaboutaboutabout    it,it,it,it,    realizingrealizingrealizingrealizing    thatthatthatthat    allallallall    mymymymy    stuffstuffstuffstuff    waswaswaswas    occupyingoccupyingoccupyingoccupying    moremoremoremore    

ofofofof    mymymymy    timetimetimetime    andandandand    moneymoneymoneymoney    thanthanthanthan    IIII    waswaswaswas    happyhappyhappyhappy    about.about.about.about. 

• What is/was your design inspiration?  TheTheTheThe    lowlylowlylowlylowly    industrialindustrialindustrialindustrial    shippingshippingshippingshipping    

containercontainercontainercontainer    combinedcombinedcombinedcombined    withwithwithwith    aaaa    lovelovelovelove    ofofofof    modernmodernmodernmodern    architecture.architecture.architecture.architecture. 

    Technical:Technical:Technical:Technical:    

• How do/did you find the time to work on your house with a job, kid(s), 

relationships, AND building a house?  Did you do anything special to 

keep the balance? IIII    havehavehavehave    aaaa    fullfullfullfull----timetimetimetime    job,job,job,job,    andandandand    workworkworkwork    weekendsweekendsweekendsweekends    onononon    thethethethe    

designdesigndesigndesign    andandandand    construction.construction.construction.construction.    NoNoNoNo    kids,kids,kids,kids,    atatatat    leastleastleastleast    notnotnotnot    yet.yet.yet.yet. 

• Have you run into any problems with your local codes? How did you solve 

them? StillStillStillStill    discussingdiscussingdiscussingdiscussing    codecodecodecode    relatedrelatedrelatedrelated    topicstopicstopicstopics    withwithwithwith    locallocallocallocal    officials.officials.officials.officials.    WantWantWantWant    totototo    

ensureensureensureensure    thethethethe    househousehousehouse    cancancancan    bebebebe    inspectedinspectedinspectedinspected    ifififif    needed.needed.needed.needed. 

• Where did you get the tools that you use?  Were they yours, borrowed, 

rented etc.? MyMyMyMy    housematehousematehousematehousemate    hashashashas    graciouslygraciouslygraciouslygraciously    allowedallowedallowedallowed    memememe    totototo    borrowborrowborrowborrow    anyanyanyany    

toolstoolstoolstools    hehehehe    has.has.has.has.    IIII    ownownownown    aaaa    fewfewfewfew    ofofofof    mymymymy    ownownownown    andandandand    theretheretherethere    isisisis    aaaa    tooltooltooltool    librarylibrarylibrarylibrary    inininin    towntowntowntown    

ththththatatatat    hashashashas    veryveryveryvery    lowlowlowlow    ratesratesratesrates    comparedcomparedcomparedcompared    totototo    aaaa    commercialcommercialcommercialcommercial    rentalrentalrentalrental    company.company.company.company. 

• How long did (are you expecting) construction to take? ExpectingExpectingExpectingExpecting    oneoneoneone    

yearyearyearyear    forforforfor    substantialsubstantialsubstantialsubstantial    completion.completion.completion.completion.    IIII’’’’mmmm    hopinghopinghopinghoping    IIII    cancancancan    dodododo    itititit    faster,faster,faster,faster,    especiallyespeciallyespeciallyespecially    ifififif    

IIII’’’’mmmm    ableableableable    totototo    movemovemovemove    constructionconstructionconstructionconstruction    intointointointo    aaaa    heatedheatedheatedheated    warehousewarehousewarehousewarehouse    duringduringduringduring    thethethethe    latelatelatelate    

fall/winter.fall/winter.fall/winter.fall/winter.    SomeSomeSomeSome    luxuriesluxuriesluxuriesluxuries    likelikelikelike    thethethethe    washingwashingwashingwashing    machinemachinemachinemachine    maymaymaymay    comecomecomecome    laterlaterlaterlater    asasasas    

financesfinancesfinancesfinances    allow.allow.allow.allow. 



 

 

• Have you/were you able to stay on schedule?  SoSoSoSo    farfarfarfar…………    IIII’’’’veveveve    startedstartedstartedstarted    muchmuchmuchmuch    

laterlaterlaterlater    thanthanthanthan    planned.planned.planned.planned.  

• What is/was the most time consuming portion of your build?  YetYetYetYet    totototo    bebebebe    

seen.seen.seen.seen.    IIII    guessguessguessguess    itititit    willwillwillwill    bebebebe    thethethethe    customcustomcustomcustom    caseworkcaseworkcaseworkcasework    (stairs,(stairs,(stairs,(stairs,    storage,storage,storage,storage,    cabinets,cabinets,cabinets,cabinets,    

etcetcetcetc…………)))) 

• What is/was the most limiting factor for your build? Weight.Weight.Weight.Weight.    IIII’’’’mmmm    doingdoingdoingdoing    

whatwhatwhatwhat    IIII    cancancancan    totototo    ensureensureensureensure    thatthatthatthat    aaaa    professionalprofessionalprofessionalprofessional    towtowtowtow    willwillwillwill    notnotnotnot    bebebebe    necessarynecessarynecessarynecessary    totototo    

movemovemovemove    thethethethe    tinytinytinytiny    houshoushoushouse.e.e.e.    DesigningDesigningDesigningDesigning    totototo    bebebebe    weightweightweightweight    balancedbalancedbalancedbalanced    onononon    thethethethe    tonguetonguetonguetongue    ----    

withwithwithwith    nononono    moremoremoremore    thanthanthanthan    11,00011,00011,00011,000    poundspoundspoundspounds    drydrydrydry    weight.weight.weight.weight. 

• Is your house on a trailer? If yes, how do you attach to the trailer? How 

do you move your tiny house? (Do you have a truck, do you hire it 

done?) BorrowBorrowBorrowBorrow    orororor    rentrentrentrent    aaaa    FordFordFordFord    F350F350F350F350    orororor    similarsimilarsimilarsimilar    1111----tontontonton    pickuppickuppickuppickup    trucktrucktrucktruck    whenwhenwhenwhen    

thethethethe    timetimetimetime    comes.comes.comes.comes.    ForForForFor    now,now,now,now,    IIII    havehavehavehave    accessaccessaccessaccess    totototo    anananan    F250F250F250F250    whilewhilewhilewhile    itititit’’’’ssss    underunderunderunder    

construction.construction.construction.construction. 

• Do you have accessory houses/dwellings that you use to supplement 

storage/working/living? No.No.No.No. 

• Where did you get your plans?  IIII    mademademademade    themthemthemthem    myself.myself.myself.myself. 

• Have you consulted any ‘professionals’? (structural, mechanical, 

plumbing, design etc.)? IIII    workworkworkwork    withwithwithwith    manymanymanymany    designersdesignersdesignersdesigners    andandandand    engineersengineersengineersengineers    inininin    mymymymy    

profession.profession.profession.profession.    IIII’’’’llllllll    bebebebe    callingcallingcallingcalling    inininin    aaaa    fewfewfewfew    favorsfavorsfavorsfavors    whenwhenwhenwhen    IIII    needneedneedneed    advice.advice.advice.advice. 

• Are you insuring your house?  With who?     IIII    planplanplanplan    to.to.to.to.    StillStillStillStill    needneedneedneed    totototo    researchresearchresearchresearch    

options.options.options.options. 

• Have you been using any sponsorships to help fund your house?  IIII’’’’mmmm    

workingworkingworkingworking    onononon    that.that.that.that. How do you go about finding that 

sponsorship? ContactsContactsContactsContacts    inininin    inininin    thethethethe    constructionconstructionconstructionconstruction    andandandand    technologytechnologytechnologytechnology    sectors.sectors.sectors.sectors. 

Specifics:Specifics:Specifics:Specifics: 



 

 

• What sort of items do you have for cooking? ThisThisThisThis    willwillwillwill    evolveevolveevolveevolve    overoveroverover    time.time.time.time.    AAAA    

gasgasgasgas    rangerangerangerange    forforforfor    whenwhenwhenwhen    offoffoffoff    grid,grid,grid,grid,    andandandand    portableportableportableportable    inductioninductioninductioninduction    burnersburnersburnersburners    whenwhenwhenwhen    onononon    citycitycitycity    

power.power.power.power.    OneOneOneOne    day,day,day,day,    IIII    hopehopehopehope    totototo    havehavehavehave    anananan    allallallall    solarsolarsolarsolar    powerpowerpowerpower    system.system.system.system.    ThatThatThatThat    couldcouldcouldcould    bebebebe    

anananan    expensiveexpensiveexpensiveexpensive    initialinitialinitialinitial    investmentinvestmentinvestmentinvestment    forforforfor    cooking,cooking,cooking,cooking,    heatiheatiheatiheatingngngng    andandandand    cooling.cooling.cooling.cooling. 

• Are you tied to the power grid or are you off grid? DesignedDesignedDesignedDesigned    forforforfor    eithereithereithereither    

condition,condition,condition,condition,    asasasas    IIII    dondondondon’’’’tttt    havehavehavehave    aaaa    permanentpermanentpermanentpermanent    locationlocationlocationlocation    pickedpickedpickedpicked    outoutoutout    yet.yet.yet.yet. 

• Are you going to have a washer and/or dryer? Yes,Yes,Yes,Yes,    aaaa    fullfullfullfull----sizesizesizesize    LGLGLGLG    ventlessventlessventlessventless    

combocombocombocombo    unit.unit.unit.unit. 

• Where does your water come from? ForForForFor    now,now,now,now,    fromfromfromfrom    thethethethe    mainmainmainmain    househousehousehouse    viaviaviavia    

hose.hose.hose.hose. 

• What kind of toilet are you going to have? EitherEitherEitherEither    aaaa    separatingseparatingseparatingseparating    compostingcompostingcompostingcomposting    

toilet,toilet,toilet,toilet,    orororor    aaaa    bucketbucketbucketbucket    ////    greygreygreygrey    waterwaterwaterwater    storagestoragestoragestorage    tanktanktanktank    forforforfor    offoffoffoff----grid.grid.grid.grid. 

• What do you use for a heat source if anything? TheTheTheThe    currentcurrentcurrentcurrent    planplanplanplan    isisisis    totototo    useuseuseuse    

aaaa    MitsubishiMitsubishiMitsubishiMitsubishi    miniminiminimini----splitsplitsplitsplit    system.system.system.system.    SpaceSpaceSpaceSpace    heaterheaterheaterheater    maymaymaymay    workworkworkwork    inininin    thethethethe    interim.interim.interim.interim. 

• What are some of the space savings tricks you used?     UnderUnderUnderUnder    thethethethe    sleepingsleepingsleepingsleeping    

platformplatformplatformplatform    isisisis    storage,storage,storage,storage,    stairsstairsstairsstairs    andandandand    alsoalsoalsoalso    furniturefurniturefurniturefurniture    thatthatthatthat    hideshideshideshides    away.away.away.away. 

• What do you have for insulation? RigidRigidRigidRigid    foamfoamfoamfoam    boardboardboardboard    onononon    roofroofroofroof    andandandand    walls,walls,walls,walls,    

fiberglassfiberglassfiberglassfiberglass    battbattbattbatt    inininin    thethethethe    floor.floor.floor.floor. 

• Where are you planning to park your tiny house? StillStillStillStill    workingworkingworkingworking    onononon    thatthatthatthat    

one.one.one.one. 

Personal:Personal:Personal:Personal: 

• How much will/did your tiny house cost? TheTheTheThe    budgetbudgetbudgetbudget    isisisis    $25,000.$25,000.$25,000.$25,000.    WeWeWeWe’’’’llllllll    

seeseeseesee    howhowhowhow    wellwellwellwell    IIII    staystaystaystay    underunderunderunder    that.that.that.that. 

• What is/was the most expensive part of your house? TheTheTheThe    customcustomcustomcustom    trailer.trailer.trailer.trailer. 

• ‘Best’ injury story (worst injury)? LetLetLetLet’’’’ssss    hopehopehopehope    IIII    havehavehavehave    nononono    talestalestalestales    totototo    telltelltelltell    inininin    thisthisthisthis    

area.area.area.area. 



 

 

• What has been your biggest accomplishment with your tiny 

house? Starting!Starting!Starting!Starting! 

• What is/will be the biggest benefit to living in a tiny house? EnjoyingEnjoyingEnjoyingEnjoying    thethethethe    

freedomsfreedomsfreedomsfreedoms    thatthatthatthat    comecomecomecome    withwithwithwith    aaaa    minimalistminimalistminimalistminimalist    lifestyle.lifestyle.lifestyle.lifestyle. 

• Is there anything you’ll miss about living in a standard house?  What will 

you miss the most? IIII    dondondondon’’’’tttt    expectexpectexpectexpect    totototo    missmissmissmiss    anything.anything.anything.anything.    WeWeWeWe’’’’llllllll    justjustjustjust    havehavehavehave    totototo    

findfindfindfind    ooooutututut    whenwhenwhenwhen    IIII    getgetgetget    there.there.there.there.    ;;;;----)))) 

• What has been the scariest part about building your own house? FearFearFearFear    ofofofof    

failure.failure.failure.failure.    ThatThatThatThat    isisisis    probablyprobablyprobablyprobably    whywhywhywhy    thisthisthisthis    willwillwillwill    taketaketaketake    aaaa    littlelittlelittlelittle    longerlongerlongerlonger    totototo    accomplish,accomplish,accomplish,accomplish,    

sosososo    IIII    cancancancan    taketaketaketake    moremoremoremore    timetimetimetime    totototo    carefullycarefullycarefullycarefully    planplanplanplan    thethethethe    details.details.details.details. 

• If you could change one thing about your house what would it be? GetGetGetGet    

backbackbackback    totototo    memememe    inininin    2222----3333    years.years.years.years.    IIII’’’’mmmm    suresuresuresure    itititit    willwillwillwill    notnotnotnot    bebebebe    perfect.perfect.perfect.perfect.    AcceptingAcceptingAcceptingAccepting    thethethethe    

quirksquirksquirksquirks    andandandand    knowingknowingknowingknowing    thatthatthatthat    realityrealityrealityreality    maymaymaymay    bebebebe    differentdifferentdifferentdifferent    thanthanthanthan    plansplansplansplans    isisisis    anananan    

importantimportantimportantimportant    thingthingthingthing    totototo    embrace.embrace.embrace.embrace. 

• Did you have cash in hand to complete your build, pay as you go or take 

out a loan to construct your house?  HalfHalfHalfHalf    cashcashcashcash    inininin    hand,hand,hand,hand,    thethethethe    otherotherotherother    halfhalfhalfhalf    

loanloanloanloan    fromfromfromfrom    401k401k401k401k    andandandand    paypaypaypay    asasasas    IIII    go.go.go.go. 

• Have friends and family been skeptical or supportive of your ideas? SoSoSoSo    

far,far,far,far,    veryveryveryvery    positive.positive.positive.positive.    ItItItIt’’’’ssss    beenbeenbeenbeen    aaaa    blessingblessingblessingblessing    totototo    havehavehavehave    suchsuchsuchsuch    aaaa    greagreagreagreatttt    supportsupportsupportsupport    

system.system.system.system. 

• Is there anything else you would want other people to know about your 

house and build? OtherOtherOtherOther    thanthanthanthan    thethethethe    unusualunusualunusualunusual    constructionconstructionconstructionconstruction    techniquestechniquestechniquestechniques    

necessarynecessarynecessarynecessary    totototo    incorporateincorporateincorporateincorporate    thethethethe    shippingshippingshippingshipping    container,container,container,container,    IIII    wouldwouldwouldwould    saysaysaysay    yes,yes,yes,yes,    theretheretherethere’’’’ssss    

oneoneoneone    thing:thing:thing:thing:    BecauseBecauseBecauseBecause    everythingeverythingeverythingeverything    waswaswaswas    modeledmodeledmodeledmodeled    digitally,digitally,digitally,digitally,    andandandand    thethethethe    boxboxboxbox    waswaswaswas    

scanned,scanned,scanned,scanned,    muchmuchmuchmuch    ofofofof    thethethethe    interiorinteriorinteriorinterior    workworkworkwork    willwillwillwill    bebebebe    fabricatedfabricatedfabricatedfabricated    directlydirectlydirectlydirectly    fromfromfromfrom    thethethethe    

designdesigndesigndesign    modelmodelmodelmodel    usingusingusingusing    CNCCNCCNCCNC    milling.milling.milling.milling.    TheTheTheThe    hopehopehopehope    isisisis    thatthatthatthat    ifififif    allallallall    goesgoesgoesgoes    well,well,well,well,    futurefuturefuturefuture    

versionsversionsversionsversions    ofofofof    thethethethe    OpenOpenOpenOpen    SourceSourceSourceSource    househousehousehouse    plansplansplansplans    couldcouldcouldcould    bebebebe    lesslesslessless    expensivelyexpensivelyexpensivelyexpensively    builtbuiltbuiltbuilt....    



 

 

IfIfIfIf    thatthatthatthat    happens,happens,happens,happens,    moremoremoremore    likelikelikelike    itititit    couldcouldcouldcould    bebebebe    builtbuiltbuiltbuilt    asasasas    alternativealternativealternativealternative    affordableaffordableaffordableaffordable    

housinghousinghousinghousing    forforforfor    thosethosethosethose    inininin    need.need.need.need. 


